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¢ŀōƭŜ пΦт [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎΣ /¸ нлмрΣ 5ŀǾŀƻ /ƛǘȅ пр 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦу  !ƎŜ wŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΣ /¸ нлмр пр 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦф hŎŎǳǇŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎΣ /¸ нлмрΣ 5ŀǾŀƻ /ƛǘȅ пс 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦмл wŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘκ/ƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ wŜΥ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ пс 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦмм {ŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ !ōǳǎŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ōȅ !ǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ ōȅ {ŜȄΣ нлмр пт 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦмн /ƘƛƭŘ [ŀōƻǊ /ŀǎŜǎ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘκ{ŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ōȅ {ŜȄΣ нлмр пт 

¢ŀōƭŜ пΦмо !ōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ ōȅ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ ōȅ {ŜȄΣ нлмпр пт 
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CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦн tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ƛǊǘƘǎ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ aƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ aŀƛŘŜƴ bŀƳŜΣ ōȅ {ŜȄΣ нлмр пн 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦо tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛǊǘƘǎ ōȅ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ōȅ bŀǝƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ нлмр по 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦп tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ƎŜ wŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΣ /¸ нлмр пр 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦр tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ wŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘκ/ƻƴŘǳŎǘ wŜΥ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ 
нлмр 

пс 
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The City Government of Davao ensures that every citizen gets 

optimal share of services with projects and programs that are tailored-

fit on the needs of the entire populace. The stakeholders, especially the 

women and children, have been given with prime focus, as manifested 

in this 2018 State of Women and Children Report. 

 

Recently, the Philippine Commission on Women recognized the 

city as Gender and Development Learning Hub for the years 2018-2020. 

This is a testament that the local government, in partnership with other 

sectors, has championed in gender mainstreaming, which takes into 

account the interests and concerns of both women and men. 

 

The cityôs continuous feat as Most Child-Friendly Highly Urban-

ized City also proves that the local government is able to sustain a child

-friendly environment and governance with policies, programs and pro-

jects that have been scaled up for the young population, including the 

creation of Kean Gabriel Hotline, which started in October 2016, where 

the public can immediately report child abuse cases. 

 

Indubitably, the efforts to uplift the lives of women and children 

have been intensified to keep on having positive gains as evident in this 

2018 State of Women and Children Report. We are proud to report that 

our policies, programs and projects helped improve especially the 

health status and educational performance of women and children.  

 

Our efforts, indeed, have come to fruition with the help of our 

partners like the national government agencies, non-government organ-

izations and private sector. With our strong commitment to serve the 

identified populace, this 2018 State of Women and Children Report will 

also enable us to craft further interventions to heighten the delivery of 

necessary services for the women and children. 

 

Rest assured that no one will be left behind. 

 

Daghang salamat. 

Message 

{!w! ½Φ 5¦¢9w¢9 

/ƛǘȅ aŀȅƻǊ 

/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾŀƻ 
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Women and children are vital members of the society. 

They deserve equal footing in attaining opportunities. They 

merit the prospect to promote their welfare even beyond the 

peripherals of the community. 

 

As the local governmentôs social welfare arm, the City 

Social Services Development Office is one with other line 

agencies in realizing the need to promote the welfare of wom-

en and children. We ensure that we provide basic social ser-

vices and necessary interventions to protect women and chil-

dren from risks like human trafficking, physical violence, ex-

ploitation and discrimination. 

 

The city has been pursuing initiatives including the im-

plementation of laws like Womenôs Development Code and 

Childrenôs Welfare Code and the establishment of Childrenôs 

Village (Bahay Pag-asa), Balay Dangupan, Paginhawaan Drop-

in Center for Children, Sidlakan Women Crisis Center and 

Quick Response Team for Childrenôs Concern. 

 

 As we unravel this 2018 State of Women and 

Children Report, we intend to bare the current situation of the 

women and children living in the city and the status of the 

implementation of the programs for the identified sectors. 

This report is valuable to identify the gaps and address the 

specific needs of women and children. The document will also 

guide us on the formulation of child-friendly and gender sensi-

tive programs.  

 

We hope that this 2018 State of Women and Children 

Report will land in the hands of co-advocates. We pledge to 

keep on moving forward for the continuous promotion of the 

welfare of women and children here in Davao City. 

Message 

a{Φ a!wL! [¦L{! ¢Φ .9wa¦5h 
/ƛǘȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ hŶŎŜǊ 

!Ŏǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
5ŀǾŀƻ /ƛǘȅ 
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After the success in meeting most of the Millennium De-

velopment Goals, Davao City marches forward towards another 

path ---- the road to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 2030. 

 

The SDGs, as set by the United Nations, serve as blue-

print to achieve a better and more sustainable future for the en-

tire populace in the world. The goals aim to address the global 

challenges, including those that concerns on women and chil-

dren. 

 

As Philippines is among the member countries of United 

Nations, Davao City commits to meet the new set of goals. One 

of the goals is the need to attain gender equality, where all fe-

males must have equal rights and opportunity and be free from 

any violence and discrimination. There shall be also zero hun-

ger, good health access and quality education among all chil-

dren.  

 

The City Health Office vows to continuously provide 

equal opportunities for women and children especially on aiding 

to maintain better health situation and avert the rise of mortality 

rates. Programs and projects have been pursued to improve 

health care access up to the far-flung areas.  

 

With this 2018 State of Women and Children Report, pol-

icy makers and other stakeholders including the private sector 

and non-government organizations will be guided on what inter-

ventions shall be enacted to help the city achieve the SDGs. This 

report comprehensively bares the current data and analysis, 

which would serve as reference to identify specific actions and 

determine the missing links specifically in terms on improving 

the health situation of women and children. 

 

Together, we shall align our path on the road leading to 

SDG 2030. 

Message 

5wΦ Wh{9tILb9 ¸Φ ±L[[!C¦9w¢9 
/ƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ hŶŎŜǊ 

±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ [ƻŎŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ƻŀǊŘ 



2017 State of the Women & Children Report  

 

S
ta

te
 o

f 
th

e
 W

o
m

e
n

 a
n

d
 C

h
il
d

re
n

 R
e

p
o

rt
 

L±!b /Φ /hw¢9½ 
hŶŎŜǊ-Lƴ-/ƘŀǊƎŜ 

/ƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾŀƻ 

Behind each triumph of a local government unit is the 

strong political will. It results positive strides following the strict 

implementation of the policies, programs and projects, which 

are evident in this 2018 State of Women and Children Report. 

 

The 2018 State of Women and Children Report serves as 

a map that is plotted with key data and analysis that are vital to 

the socio-economic growth engine. It is fuelled with verified 

facts that will help us navigate on the right direction, where no 

one shall be left behind. 

 

The document will be our valuable reference with rele-

vant statistics. It primarily leads us to the actual situation --- 

from gauging on the health status of the identified stakeholders 

to identifying the participation particularly of women in politics 

and governance.  

 

The report also contains the update on policies, pro-

grams and projects that are crafted especially for women and 

children, which would help us swerve from the unmet path. 

 

We are, indeed, fuelled to move forward with strong po-

litical will to uplift the lives and uphold the rights of women and 

children. Amidst the recent accolades of the City Government of 

Davao, including the coveted Most Child-Friendly Highly Urban-

ized City, we must stay on the right track on achieving a stellar 

performance. Let us all ride the vehicle that will keep us in the 

road to progress. 

 

Madayaw! 

I 

Foreword 
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 III 

Davao City Profile  
Davao City is located in the West Central area of Region XI, occupying the south-eastern por-

tion of the island of Mindanao and the southern point of the Philippine Archipelago. It is bounded by 

the Provinces Davao del Sur in the south; Davao del Norte in the north; North Cotabato in the west, 

and by the shores of the  Davao Gulf in the east. It lies proximal to the equator at the square grid be-

tween 6Á58ò to 7Á34ò North Latitude and 125Á 14ò to 125Á 40ò Longitude. 

¦Ǌōŀƴ ¦ǎŜ моΣмрл 

!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ фмΣоус 

²ŀǘŜǊ ¦ǎŜ мΣуфл 

CƻǊŜǎǘ нсΣпрп 

DǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘκtŀǎǘǳǊŜ мммΣмнл 

¢ƻǘŀƭ нппΣллл 

% to Davao Region 11.98 

9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜΣ ƛƴ ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎ 

Temperature ÁC, 2017  

Highest, May 34.3 

Lowest, March 23.2 

Rainfall (mm), 2017  

Highest, October 175.3 

Lowest, March 0.2 

Davao City is one of the most strategic localities in the Phil-

ippines, having favorable points of entry for sea, land, and air 

transports.  

Travelling by air, southeast over the sea, Davao City prop-

er is approximately 588 statute miles from Metro Manila and 241 

statute miles from the City of Cebu. It is 971 nautical miles, if trav-

elled by water from Metro Manila and 593 nautical miles from 

Cebu City. 

Davao City is considered as one of the largest cities in the 

world, with a total land area of 244,000 hectares. It is composed 

of one hundred and eighty two (182) barangays in three (3) con-

gressional districts.  This is further subdivided into eleven (11) Ad-

ministrative or Political Districts. The First Congressional District 

comprises the Poblacion and Talomo Districts, meanwhile Agdao, 

Buhangin, Bunawan, and Paquibato Districts belong to the Second 

Congressional District. The districts of Baguio, Calinan, Toril, Tug-

bok, and Marilog, compose the Third Congressional District of the 

City. 

The topography of these districts differ greatly as Davao 

City arises from a coastal border to the mountainous elevation. On 

the southeast quarter of the city are the plains; graduating to 

slightly-hilly areas towards the northern and eastern portions. Are-

as such as in Calinan, Marilog, Baguio, and Tugbok Districts have 

higher elevation rising into upland    terrains.   

 

Davao River       Matina River 

Talomo River        Lipadas River 

Bunawan River     Lasang River 

Sibulan River       Tuganay River 

²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎΥ 

DEMOGRAPHICS, PSA 

Total Actual Popula-
tion, 2015 

мΣсонΣффм 

Average Annual 
Growth Rate (%)  
2010-2015 

нΦо 

% to Regionôs  
Population, 2015 

ооΦот 

Projected Population, 
2018 (OCPDC)      

1,748,279  
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 The large, contiguous lowland areas of Davao City are coastal plains and valleys ex-

tending inland. These areas are found in the eastern part of the city where Paquibato District lies, as 

an extension of vast lowlands at the head of the Davao Gulf.  The districts of Bunawan, Buhangin, Ag-

dao, Poblacion, Talomo, and Toril are also lowland areas nearly at sea level with about 3 meters of 

elevation, at the most. Ground composition of these areas consists of clay, silt, and some sand and 

gravel. Although this part is a broad lowland belt, its surface is interspersed by low hills and knobs. 

 Be that as it may, the city enjoys a mild tropical climate compared to other parts of the Philip-

pines. With 34.3°C  temperature, Daytimes are almost always sunny. The lowest temperature with an 

average of 23.2°C ensures a cool or rainy night.   

 

 Davao City is a locality of both urban and rural communities. To date, urbanization levels con-

tinue to increase due to the preference of people from rural areas to settle in urban growth centers to 

have better access to employment, education, housing, and others.  

 Its economy boasts of 1,317 financial institutions in 2017, ranging from banks to cooperatives; 

and 37,929 business establishments from retail stores to hotels and services. The cityõs Balance of 

Trade amounted to $79.02 thousand, with exports at $2,217.76 M and $2,138.74 Million on imports.  

VI 
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 The human rights of children and the standards to which all gov-
ernments must aspire are  fully articulated in the international human 
rights treaty: the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention 
is the most universally accepted human rights instrument in history, 
uniquely placing children in the center stage. With the ratification of  this 
instrument, national governments have committed themselves to protect  
and ensure childrenõs rights and further agreed  to hold themselves ac-
countable for this commitment before the international community.  

 Every right spelled out in the Convention is inherent to the human 
dignity and development of every child. The Convention protects chil-
drenõs rights by setting standards in health care, education, and legal, civil, 
and social services. These  benchmarks are non negotiable.  States that are 
party to the Convention are obliged to develop and undertake all actions 
and policies in  the best interests of the child. 

The Convention rests on four foundation principles: non-discrimination 
(article 2);  best interests of the child (article 3);  the childõs right to life, survival and 
development (article 6);  And respect for the views of the child (article 12). 

  

 All children ð regardless of where they are born, race or ethnic 
group they belong, boys or girls, rich or poorð must have full opportunity 
to become a productive member of society and must have the right to 
speak up and be heard.  

 The Convention defines a child as a boy or a girl under the age of 
18. It considers a child as both an individual as well as a member of a fam-
ily and a community. A child is a human being with the full range of 
rights.  

 The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the first legally bind-
ing international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights ð 
civil and political as well as economic, social, and cultural rights. It is built 
on varied legal systems and cultural traditions. 

 On November 20, 1989, the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
was adopted by the governments represented  at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. The country must in itself identify the National Laws and 

Practices that had to conform or in parallel with these standards. After this 
process, ratification follows which formally bind the country to meet the 
obligations and responsibilities outlined in the convention. On July 26, 
1990, the Philippines ratified the convention.  

 The Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by 
194 countries. The Optional Protocol on the Rights of the Child on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and on the Sale of Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography were ratified by the Philippines 
on November 20, 2014.  

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ²Ƙŀǘ .ŀǊŀƴƎŀȅ hŶŎƛŀƭǎ /ŀƴ 5ƻ ǘƻ {Ŝǘ ¦Ǉ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘ-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ [ƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ hŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ нллм 
9ȄŎŜǊǇǘǎΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘΣ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ Ǉ уΣ мм ϧ мн ŀƴŘ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǳƴƛŎŜŦΦƻǊƎκǇƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎκ
ƳŜŘƛŀψнонснΦƘǘƳƭІΦ±-5tрǾƭфтL¦ 

VII 
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III 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀǾŀƻ /ƛǘȅΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾŀƻ /ƛǘȅ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ 

άaŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ [ƻŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /t/ ± tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ  /ƛǝŜǎέΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нн-нпΣ нлллΣ /ƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

IƻǘŜƭΣ aŀƴƛƭŀΣ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ /ƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¦bL/9CΦ 

Vision for Children  

The City Government of Davao exists as a prime mover in advocating 
childrenõs rights by providing full access to  education, health and nu-
trition, shelter, safe environment, protective and rehabilitative ser-
vices in order to ensure their holistic growth and development with 

gender perspective. 

The children of Davao City will be God-centered, healthy, empowered, 

free from abuse and neglect, with full access to services, and living in 
a peaceful and gender-fair, caring society. 

mission for Children  

Vision and Mission for Children  


